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NOTES AND QUEKIES. 
lotos. 

Dennis Feith. — A manuscript volume of "Genealogical Notes," 
recently presented to the collection of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania, contains the following incidents connected with the life and death 
of Dennis Frith, Esq., a young English lawyer, whose grave may be 
found in the cemetery of Christ Church, corner Fifth and Arch Streets. 

" Philada. 4«> mo 2d. 1810 

"To Dennis Feith and wife. 

" The design of this is to furnish you with some information respect- 
ing your son Dennis Frith, of whose decease you have no doubt heard. 
. . . He boarded at the house of John Slater and assumed the name of 
Duncan Fitzharris. Keuben Haines being known to Slater's family, his 
daughter called on him to enquire for a book on the subject of Natural 
History, stating that it was for a young Englishman who resided at her 
father's. This request excited some curiosity. . . . Mr. Haines waited 
on him . . . his conversation soon discovered that his education was of a 
superior nature. ... At this interview no disclosures were made of his 
history. Some days after, Reuben Haines mentioned the case to Rob- 
erts Vaux ... we made a visit to him together. We furnished him 
with an order for the use of a share in the Philadelphia Library. . . . 
Whilst we were with him he was enquired of when he came to America. 
He replied that he took the voyage for the improvement of his health 
and arrived in New York in the preceding July. On being asked 
whether he brought letters of introduction, he answered negatively . . . 
we sent for his hostess . . . enquiring what she knew of his history . . . 
with hesitation and with feeling, she unfolded to us in confidence the 
unhappy cause of his exile, which he had voluntarily told her. . . . He 
represented himself to be the only son of a wealthy and respectable 
father, of an affectionate mother, the brother of an amiable sister. . . . 
As he appeared to be in a very critical state of health ... we deemed 
it necessary that he should have the care of a physician, and at an inter- 
view soon after Reuben Haines proposed it to him. Conscious of the 
smallness of his funds, and . . . peculiarly delicate and susceptible . . . 
the idea of receiving the attentions of a medical gentleman without the 
means of compensating him was . . . the reason why he would not 
yield to the proposition. . . . His indisposition increasing with alarm- 
ing rapidity . . . his consent . . . ultimately obtained, Dr. Joseph 
Parish was called . . . and with all the tenderness of Christian solici- 
tude, apprised his patient of his condition. . . . During the last two 
weeks of his life, we generally visited him twice in the day. . . . Having 
expressed a wish to see a clergyman, it was immediately gratified by a 
visit from Bishop White . . . who ... on the evening of the succeeding 
day administered the Sacrament. . . . On the evening of the night that 
he departed ... he poured forth a supplication to Heaven, imploring 
Almighty God to deliver him from his sins, and that He might be 
pleased to release him from all his sufferings. ... In the morning, 
when we were informed of his death, we waited on P. Bond, Esq. (who 
saw him during his illness), and it was determined that his remains 
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should be deposited in the Church grave yard . . . which was accord- 
ingly done on the afternoon of the 31st of March ; Bishop White 
officiated. 

" Chestnut Steeet March 31, 1810 

" Mr Bond with his best compliments to Mr. Haines laments extremely 
that an increase of lameness confines him to the house, and will prevent 
his attending the funeral of the unfortunate Mr. Frith. 

"6 April 1810 

" Mr Bond's respects to Mr Haines and Mr Vaux, begs leave to assure 
them, the letter to Mr. Frith shall be transmitted to England. . . . 
From them indeed he [Frith] experienced the most abundant benevo- 
lence, superadded to a degree of care and assiduity most effectually 
calculated to mitigate the sufferings of his latter days . . ." 

"Society of the Sons of St. George. 

" [Meeting] held at the Mansion House Hotel . . . 23d day of April 
1810, — Besolved that the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Haines 
and Mr. Vaux for their humane relief and assiduous attention to Mr. 
Frith, an Englishman without friends here. . . ." 

" Ketfoed 29" June 1810 

" To P. Bond Esq. 

"... the grateful acknowledgments of an unhappy father, a tender 
mother, and a most affectionate sister . . . also to the good and pious 
Bishop White, also to those dear and good men Mr Haines and Mr. 
Vaux, . . . my dear son's history. . . . After making great improve- 
ment in the Classics, under my own tuition, he was sent to Grantham 
College or school . . . till fifteen years of age ; afterwards he was one 
year at school at Doncaster. At sixteen he was articled clerk with John 
Holmes Esq. attorney at law, of this place, for five years . . . after- 
wards he went into a Solicitor's office in London, and was admitted an 
attorney. Before he went to London he had the first attack of a rup- 
tured blood vessel ... in May 1809, when he had been bleeding more 
or less for eleven days, he went out, on the morning of the 26th of that 
month, to meet me and his sister returning from our morning's walk, 
when he was met by a Mr. Bragg, who had frequently insulted him 
before. On passing Bragg struck him with his stick over the shoulders, 
and my son, though weak and infirm as he was, returned the blow with 
his cane, and a sort of stick licking, as I may call it, continued until my 
son thought he had given him enough, and stood upon the defensive. 
Unfortunately for us and poor Dennis, the man had been ill, . . . bad case 
of Erysipelas . . . and from a broken skin which my son gave him . . . 
which terminated his existence in about a month. His nephew who 
succeeded to his ill gotten property, had made proposals for my daughter 
. . . with unprecedented malice and revenge had a serious investigation 
before the Coroner ... a verdict of manslaughter against my son. . . . 
But the nephew ... at the assizes, preferred a bill for murder. ... In 
that moment of terror ... I consented to his going to Liverpool to take 
shipping for America. After he had sailed, at the Assizes, the Grand 
Jury threw out the revengeful nephew's bill, and brought in one for 
manslaughter only, of which, had he lived to return to his native 
country, I have no doubt he would have been honorably and fairly 
acquitted. . . . My son told you true ; my property is considerable, and 
it is a matter of very great uneasiness to us, to find he was in want. 
Those in whom I confided assured me he had with him letters of credit 
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. . . and an order to draw upon a house in Liverpool for any sum ; 
herein I was deceived, until I received a letter from him, the latter end 
of February last, when I immediately sent £70. to be remitted to him 
by Messrs Bainbridge & Browne in London, who gave an order on their 
correspondent in America, authorizing Duncan Fitzharris ... to re- 
ceive the money, this order . . . was to be conveyed by the John 
Adams, frigate, which was to sail about the 3rd of March. ... I had a 
copy of your letter of the 28 th March from Mr. Edward Nottingham, 
and another from York & Sheepshanks, of Leeds, relating to my son's 
death. ... I received a packet from you under seal of the Secretary of 
State's office containing some letters ... an inventory of my son's 
property . . . and also the good and consolatory letters of Messrs Haines 
and Vaux, for which we can never sufficiently acknowledge the kind- 
ness. ... By the Eliza, packet, I also received your letter. ... I also 
wish D r Joseph Parish may be paid. ... I am also desirous you will 
send me out . . . the silver horizontal watch ; gold key and seal ; the 
locket of hair ; the pocket book with its contents, the 2d. and 3d volumes 
of Withering's English Botany, the box containing garden seeds, and 
hkf 's containing corn, the pocket dial, gold breast pin and stone of a 
seal and the magnifying glass. . . . 

" Dennis Frith." 

" Retfobd 3d Dee. 1810. 

"To Phineas Bond Esq. 

" By this Post I shall send a draft to . . . for your use. ... I thank 
you also for your sending the remaining articles belonging to my son. I 
do not know how far it is customary in America to lay a flat stone over 
the grave of a person deceased, with an inscription thereon. Myself, 
Mrs. Frith and my daughter are very desirous to have a stone placed 
over my dear son's grave with an inscription, viz. 

"Dennis Frith 
of East Eetford 

England 

Attorney at Law 

died the 30th March 

1810 

aged 24 years. 

[signed] "Dennis Frith." 

From the Freeman's Journal of October 3, 1809. 

" London July 14. On Sunday the 15th ulto. an inquest was held at 
the Angel Inn, East Retford, before Nathaniel Mason, Coroner, ... on 
the body of John Bragge, gent, then lying dead ; the circumstances . . . 
are rather extraordinary . . . according to the evidence. . . . The sister 
of Dennis Frith, an Attorney in East Eetford, a young accomplished 
lady, felt or feigned a passion for Mr. John Bragge, a respectable old 
gentleman, about seventy, in consequence of which she addressed several 
letters to him in true loving style, which the gallant, unfortunately, 
never thought proper to answer. . . . Dennis Frith, enraged that his 
sister's affection should meet with no better return, and anxious to do 
away the disgrace, as he termed it, went to Mr. Bragge's house on the 
24th of May, and reproached him with the impropriety of his conduct. 
From words they fell to blows, when Frith repeatedly struck the old 
man over the head, breast and legs, with a thick cane. ... In conse- 
quence of the wounds, Mr. Bragge received, he was confined to his bed 



496 Notes and Queries. 

and languished till the 23 ult. when he expired. The Coroner's Jury re- 
turned a verdict of ' died of mortal bruises given by Dennis Frith.' 
Frith has since absconded." 

(Tyne Mercury.) 

The letter of Dennis Frith, Sr., of June 29 {supra) to Mr. Bond speaks 
of Bragge as " not employing the physician who knew his constitution," 
after his death being " I am assured, not from the wound he had on his 
skin, but from his bad habit of body," and says that the nephew " had 
made proposals to my daughter, though not attended to by her, or her 
parents," — also that "my son had many times before this business took 
place, solicited me, unknown to his mother and sister, to permit him to 
take a long voyage to sea, saying he had no hope of recovering from his 
indisposition, if that could not relieve him. In that moment of terror, 
and with the idea of his being dragged to prison, ill as he was, I 
consented &c." 

Some Indictments by the Grand Jury of Philadelphia. — 
" At a Court of Sessions held at Philadelphia before ye Maire, Becorder 
&c y e 26 th day of 7 ber 1702. 
" The Names of y e Grand Jury viz. 

" Jno Psons, Tho. Asson, 

" W m Lee, Bich a Warder, 

" Penticost Teague, Hugh Cordey, 

" Ralph Jackson, Andrew Bird, 

" W m Sneed, Rich 4 Worthington, 

" W m Humphry, Tho 8 Tibby, 

" Rich 4 Love, Rich 4 Wright, 

" Jn° Harrison, Emanuell Walker, 

" Jn° Redman Sen 1 , Jn° Williams, 

" Able Noble, Jno. Haywood, 

" Jn° Densey, W m Hearn. 
"Tho. Hobbs, 

"Tho. ffarmar 
"Sheriffe." 

" The Grand Inquest of the November Sessions for the City of Phila- 
delphia held this second day of November 1703, presented the following 
for selling liquor without a license. 

" Oliver Lambert, Mary Robbins, 

" Samuell Twonelley, Grace Townsend, 

" Hendrick Faulconburgg, Nathaniel Duglas, 

" John Sperring. Sarah Gibbs. 



" Ephrahim Johnson, 



" Jo N Redman, forman." 



[In the presentment of the Grand Jury, November 3, 1703, Alder- 
man John Jones is presented " for incroachment on Mulberry Street, 
by setting a great Reed or hay stack in the said street for these two 
years last past & making a close fence about ye same." The same jury 
also presented the " great want of a Sealer of Leather and a Corder 
of Wood, for the City."] 
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" Prices of Liquors in publick houses & provender in Publick Stables 
set by the Justices July Sess M 1731. 

Wine p Quart in Pub. House 2s. 

Bum p Jill — 2d. 

Bum Punch, made of Double refined Sugar p Quart . . .14 

Tiff or Flipp p Quart — 8 

Eum Punch made with Single refined Sugar . . . .1 — 

Arrack one Quart made into Punch 8 

Beer p Quart — S 

Best Beer p Quart — and so for a greater & Lesser Quantity . — 5 

Oats p Bushell 3 

Cyder p Quart — 3 

Best English Hay for a Horse p Night . . . . . — 8 
Common Hay — 5" 

[In the handwriting of Benjamin Franklin.] 

" The Grand Jury observe with great Concern, the vast number of 
Tippling Houses within this City, many of which they think are little 
better than Nurseries of Vice and Debauchery, and tend very much to 
encrease the number of our poor, They are likewise of opinion, that the 
profane Language, horrid Oaths, and Imprecations, grown of late so 
common in our Streets, so shocking to the Ears of the sober Inhabitants, 
and tending to destroy in the Minds of our Youth, all sense of the Fear 
of God and the Beligion of an Oath, owes its increase in a great measure 
to those disorderly Houses ; The Jury therefore begg leave to recommend 
it to the Court, to fall on some method of limitting or diminishing the 
number of Publick Houses, and pressing Good Order in such as shall be 
licensed for y e Future 

"Will" Bell 

" Foreman 
"Philad* Jaru 2» a 1744." 

[In the handwriting of Benjamin Franklin.] 

"To the Worshipful the Mayor, the Eecorder and the rest of the 
Justices of the City of Philadelphia 

" The Grand Jury of the said City, met at the present Sessions, do, in 
Compliance with the Direction of the Court, make the following particu- 
lar presentments of unlawful Bakehouses, Coopers Shops, Disorderly 
Houses, &c. but believing from the Beprimand they yesterday received 
from the Court, that the general Presentment they then made was misap- 
prehended, and that, thro' the Clerk's hasty Beading, the Court did not 
sufficiently advert to the Tenor and Import of that Presentment they 
beg Leave here to repeat it. 

"'The Grand Jury observe with great Concern the vast Number of 
Tipling Houses within this City, many of which they think are little 
better than Nurseries of Vice and Debauchery, and tend very much to 
encrease the Number of our Poor. They are likewise of Opinion, that 
the profane Language, horrid Oaths and Imprecations, grown of late so 
common in our Streets, so shocking to the Ears of the sober Inhabitants, 
and tending to destroy in the Minds of our Youth, all Sense of the Fear 
of God and the Beligion of an Oath, owes its Increase in a great Measure 
to those disorderly Houses. The Jury therefore beg Leave to recom- 
mend it to the Court, to fall on some Method of limiting or diminishing 
the Number of Publick Houses, and preserving Good Order in such as 
shall be licenced for the future.' 
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" The Jury would only observe, that they had no Intention in the 
least to break in upon the Authority of the Magistrates ; that they only 
complain'd of the great Number of Tipling Houses as a Grievance which 
they feel, and, far from prescribing to the Justices, they only requested 
them to fall upon some Methods among themselves of preventing it for 
the future : Which is no more than is practiced in like Cases by the 
Grand Juries of the City of London, as the Presentment they made of 
the great Increase of Gin Shops, to the Ld Mayor and Justices of that 
City, fully shows. [Here read the Middlesex Presentment.] For this 
Presentment the Jury were, as we are inform'd, thank'd by that honour- 
able Court, and a Committee of the Bench appointed to enquire into the 
Grievance complain'd of, upon whose Report Measures were afterwards 
taken to remove it. The Grand Jury do therefore still think it their 
Duty to complain of the enormous Increase of Publick Houses in Phila- 
delphia, especially since it now appears by the Constables Returns that 
there are upwards of One Hundred that have Licences, which, with the 
Retailers, make the Houses that Sell Strong Drink, by our Computation, 
near a tenth Part of the City ; a Proportion that appears to us much too 
great, since by their Number they impoverish one another as well as the 
Neighbourhoods they live in, and, for want of better Customers, may, 
thro' Necessity, be under greater Temptations to entertain Apprentices, 
Servants, and even Negroes. The Jury therefore are glad to hear from 
the Bench, that, the Magistrates are become sensible of this Evil, and 
purpose to apply a Remedy ; for which they will deserve the Thanks of 
all good Citizens. 

" We do further hereby particularly present the following Persons for 
keeping Disorderly Houses in this City, to wit, Katharine Mason, John 
Browne, Margaret Cook, Widow Finley, Ralph Highrick, William 
Jones, Jane Bond, Katharine Carr, Sarah Levine. 

" The Jury observ'd with Concern in the Course of the Evidence, that 
a Neighbourhood in which some of these disorderly Houses are, is so 
generally thought to be vitiated, as to obtain among the common People 
the shocking Name of Hell- Town. 

"We do farther present the following Persons for having Coopers 
Shops not regulated according to Law, and dangerous to the City on 
Account of Fire, to wit, Hugh McMachen, Samuel Powel, Andrew 
Farrel, Benjamin Betterton, Thomas James, Jonathan Evans, Aaron 
Jenkins, Jacob Kollock, Tho s Glentworth, Thomas Fisher, Richard 
Brockden, Cateer, Jacob Shute, William Nixon, Hugh McCullogh, 
Edmund Beech. 

" We do farther present the following Persons for keeping Bakehouses 
not regulated according to Law, and dangerous to the City on Account 
of Fire, to wit, William Darvell, Marcus Kuhl, John Fitzharris, John 
Fenell, Daniel Button, Francis Johnson, Samuel Reed, Joseph Clark, 
Stephen Jenkins. 

" And we do present Norton Prior, Wight Massey, and Marcus Kuhl 
for having Piles of Faggots dangerously situated and contrary to Law. 

" We do farther present Lynford Lardner for abusing and assaulting 
the Constable of the Watch then upon Duty. 

" And lastly, we do present Samuel Hasell Esq as a Magistrate who 
not only refused to take Notice of a Complaint made to him against a 
Person guilty of profane Swearing, but (at another Time) set an Evil 
Example by swearing himself. 

" We beg Leave only to add, that as a good Grand Jury (which the 
Recorder was pleased to say we had the Appearance of being) may, if 
there is no Misunderstanding between the Magistrates and them, greatly 
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assist and strengthen the Court in the Suppression of Vice and Immo- 
rality, we hope no Cause will be given hereafter of the least Disagree- 
ment ; and that well meaning Persons may not be made unwilling to 
serve in that Office by unkind Reprimands from the Bench, tho' they 
should sometimes happen to mistake their Duty, but be treated at least 
with some Indulgence. 

" By Direction and in Behalf 
" of the Grand Jury 

" Will*' Bell fore man 

" Jan. 3, 1744." 

" To the Worshipful the Mayor, Eecorder, & Aldermen of the City of 
Philadelphia. 

" The Petition of Francis Delboux. 

" Humbly Sheweth. 

"That your Petitioner came over to America with his Excellency 
General Braddock, & served him as a Cook. That your Pef has also 
served Gen 1 Webb, Lord Howe, & Gen 1 Amherst in that Station ; That 
your Pet ts bad Health prevented him following the Army, where he 
might have procured himself a Livelihood, for which Reason Gen 1 Am- 
herst was pleased to discharge him, as may appear by proper Certifi- 
cates & a Letter of Recommendation writ by order of that General. 

" Your Petitioner therefore prays your Worship would grant him your 
Recommendation to his Honour the Governour for his License to keep a 
public House of Entertainment in this City. And your Petitioner, as 
in Duty bound, shall ever pray &c." 

Proposed Advertisement of the Charity School of Phila- 
delphia, 1740. — 

" Advertizement. 

" It has pleased Almighty God of his infinite Goodness and Mercy in 
these latter Days to Visit with his Holy Spirit the Hearts and Minds of 
many professing Christianity in this as well as diverse other Parts of the 
World however divided or distinguished in denomination or Interest so 
as to make them lay aside Bigottry and party Zeal and unite their en- 
deavours to promote the truely Noble Interest of the Kingdom of the 
Blessed Jesus. 

" With this View it hath been thought proper to erect a large Build- 
ing for a Charity School for the Instruction of Poor Children Gratis in 
useful Literature and the knowledge of the Christian Religion And also 
for a House of Publick Worship The Houses in this Place being insuffi- 
cient to contain the great Numbers who convene on such Occasions And 
it being Impracticable to meet in the open Air at all Times of the Year 
because of the inclemency of the Weather 

"It is agreed that the Use of the aforesaid School and House of Re- 
ligious Worship be under the Direction of certain Trustees Viz 

and other Persons to be appointed by them who in case of the Decease 
of one of their Number are to choose by a Majority of their Votes one 
other fit Person to succeed in his Place and so from Time to Time as 
often as any of the before named Trustees or others so to be chosen shall 
dye the Place of such deced Trustee shall be supplyed by the Votes of a 
Majority of the Surviving Trustees. 

" Which Trustees before named and hereafter to be chosen are from 
Time to Time to appoint fit and able School Masters and School Mis- 
tresses and introduce such Protestant Ministers as they judge to be 
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Sound in principle acquainted with experimental Religion in their own 
Hearts and faithful in their Practise without regard to those distinc- 
tions or different sentiments in lesser matters which have unhappily 
divided real Christians. 

"These are therefore to give Notice to all Charitable Persons who are 
inclined to encourage this undertaking that the Building is actually 
begun under the direction of 

and the Foundation laid on a Lot of Ground (late of Jonathan Price and 
Mary his Wife who have generously contributed) Situate near Mulberry 
Street in the City of Philad" where Materials for the Building will be 
received As also Subscriptions for Money and Work taken in by the 
under written Persons. 

"PHILADi July 1740." 

Letter of Colonel Richard Humpton to General William 
Irvine. — 

" Philadelphia 14"> Aug" 1781. 

" D« Genl 

" On my arrival at Lebanon I found the Regim' had march'd to Lan- 
caster Col Marstiller who supply'd the provisions on his own Ace 4 was 
satisfy'd without rendering any Account for payment. Gen 1 St. Clair 
was in P Town I went to Council with him, he apply'd for Tents &c but 
could obtain nothing, they mentioned their intention of Marching l Bt & 
4 th Reg ts to Lancaster the 2 a & 8 d to Reading-—I saw Major Bankson he 
had got all the returns except the 6 th which he rece a only a few days 
ago The person who Major Grier sent it by, had neglect'd delivering it. 
There is a resolve of Congress for 6 months nominal pay on ace' but 
there is no money to be got — Mr Morris & M r Peters are gone to 
Head Quarters & I have heard there is a plan on foot for another ar- 
rangement of the army this winter from what I see Recruits are got very 
slowly here as well as in the Country, Major Parrs Comp has little suc- 
cess Gen 1 St Clair left Town a few days ago and went to Potsgrove 
Gen' Wayne may expect a reinforcement & I think that is as much as 
he will get. I have just heard that a Frigate of ours is taken & five or 
six sail of other vessels of the Capes — Gen 1 Washingtons army remains 
near Valentines Hill it is said the English Ships of war have been sail'd 
from New York some time but no body pretends to know where they 
are gone, it was reported this day that 3000 Hessians had, or will arrive 
soon, that they came north hope M rs Irvine & family are well my 
Compliments 

"I am D r Gen 

" Yours with Esteem 

" Rich» Humpton. 

"Gen. Irvine." 

Letter of Stephen Chambers to John Rose (Baron Rosen- 
thal), Secretary of the Council of Censors. — 

"Dear Sir: 

" I would thank you to send me by the Lancaster Post, as many as 
you can conveniently spare of the proposed amendments of the Con- 
stitution in the German Language, — as the Germans, want much to read 
them and judge for themselves as some of y e thinking part of them begin 
to apprehend they have been imposed on, & I have no doubt in a little 
time that a great Majority of them will be for the Amendments, as it 
must evidently appear upon an examination, that nothing is proposed 
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but what will tend to their security & happyness. Things begin to 
wear a different appearance I have great hopes it will encrease every 
day. The Publications by one of the Majority & one of the Germans 
are particularly usefull. 

" I am D r Sir 

" with Esteem 

" your very humble Serv' 
"Stephen Chambers. 
" Lancaster 5«> Aprill 17S4." 

Inquest on the Death of >Lietjtenant Charles C. Beaty, op 
Colonel Anthony Wayne's Battalion, Pennsylvania Asso- 
ciators. — 

" To the Honourable the Council of Safety for the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, — Gentlemen, "We must Inform you that an unhappy Accident 
happened on the Sixteenth day of this Instant at a Certain Alexander 
McCalla's in Charles Town Township in the County of Chester and the 
State aforesaid, (to wit the Accidental Death of Charles Clinton Beaty, 
Second Lieutenant to Captain Thomas Church of the fourth Battalion, 
of the Pennsylvania Troops Commanded by Colonel Anthony Wayne) 
and as there is now no Legal way of Proceeding in Cases of Accidental 
Deaths we thought it Expedient to call upon the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee for the County aforesaid to Qualify Evidences and Call and Em- 
pannell a Jury to try the matter above mentioned. 

"We therefore of the Jury according to the Powers Delegated to us, 
have to the best of our understandings well and truly examined the 
Evidences Eelative to Death of the above Named Lieutenant Charles 
Clinton Beaty, and find that it was merely Accidental by a Shot from 
Captain Caleb North's Fusee of the same Battallion not apprehending 
it to be charged. In Testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands 
& seals the 17 th day of Feb 7 Annoq Domini 1777. 



"W m Bodly, 


seal" 


Tho s Church, 


SEAL 


" W m Dewees, Jr., 


seal' 


John Pugh, 


SEAL 


"Sam'lEoberts, 


seal" 


Peter Dehaven, 


SEAL 


"John Griffith, 


seal' 


Benj Coates, 


SEAL 


" Pat* M°Fall, 


seal' 




" Benj. Bittenhouse, 


seal' 


Jonat" Coates, 


~SEAL 



Arch Street, Origin of the Name.. — The following presentment 
of the Grand Jury in July, 1723, is interesting as determining the origin 
of the name of Arch Street, which, according to the original plan of the 
city, was to have been called Sassafras Street. The original is in the 
collection of the Historical Society. 

" 1723 July ye 5 a . 

" To the Court of Q r Sessions now Setting in Philadelphia, . . . 

" Wee the Grand Inquest for the Body of this City having Vewed the 
Streets thereof, doe Present that part of Northside of Chesnutt street 
Bounding on Tho s Shutes house & Lott & on the house & Lott commonly 
call'd the Sign of ye Hatchett wee y e s a Inquest doe likewise present 
Chesnutt wharfe now in y e Tennur of W m ffishburn — also the place 
where y 6 Arch stood &c. And that part of Sassafras street Adjoying to 
front street . . . and a heap of earth & Bubush in y e front street between 
Phillip Sings & Owen Merideth, Likewise a Dangerous place In King 
street before a house & Lott of Jn° Jones Bolter, all which places & 
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every of them wee present as Common Newsanees well knowing the 
s 4 places or some of them renders the Lives of many of ye Inhabi- 
tents of this City & others very precarious which Newsanees & Grev- 
ances wee pray may be Remov'd Sign'd In behalf of ye Jury 
" By the forman 

"Ben a Duffield." 

Roll of Lieutenant Samuel Muephy's Company foe Feon- 
tiee Defence. — From a " Eeturn of Arms, Accoutrements, Ammuni- 
tion, and Camp Equipage wanting to Complete a Detachment of State 
Levies under the Command of Lieutenant Sam'l Murphy, Guys Bottom, 1 
7th April, '95." The names of sergeants and privates are copied. 



" Serjt. Wm. Brown. 
" Serjt. Joseph Collins. 
" John Mitchell. 
" John Bulman. 
" David Rankin. 
"SamlM'Call. 
" John Kirk. 
"JohnShaul. 
" James Cazey. 
" Mich'l Shaul. 
" John Claws. [Clause.] 
" Henry Turner. 
"Benjamin Lewis. 
" Samuel Gillaspy. 
" Isaac Varus. 
" John Bell. 
" Curtis Varus. 
"David Bell. 
" John Sterrit. 
Painesville, Ohio. 



John Hays. 
Thos. Story. 
Joseph Sutton. 
James Mahaney. 
George Wilson. 
Charles M'Cann. 
Edward Kelly. 
Edward Canaan. 
William Fisher. 
John Carroll. 
Saml Sterrit. 
John Reeves. 
Ephraim Collins. 
John Mounts. 
Joseph Kerrigan. 
Thos. Hambleton. 
George Bumgardner. 
Serjt. Farrell. 
James Bryan." 

Alice C. Teuby. 



Hon. William Ellery to Geneeal William Whipple, 1777.— 
The following paragraphs have been extracted from a long letter of Hon. 
William Ellery to General William Whipple, dated at York, Pennsyl- 
vania, in December of 1777 : 

" Our soldiers in the hands of the enemy at Philadelphia and New 
York, especially the former, are treated in a most barbarous manner, and 
a number of them have perished from hunger. Some of them have been 
seen in the State House yard with grass in their mouths, as I have been 
informed different ways. How long shall we forbear to retaliate on 
those worse than savages? On application of Gen. Washington, Sir 
William Howe consented that he should send in an officer to see how 
our soldiers were treated, whereupon, one was sent to the City, but Sir 
William denied him admission, saying that he need not give himself any 
concern about the prisoners, that he could take care of them. I believe 
we shall take care how Commissary of Prisoners are allowed to go about 
the States providing for and taking care of the prisoners in our hands. 
Congress have passed a resolution that all their supplies shall be paid 
for in gold and silver — in solid coin. . . . 

" Col. Rollins, who was taken at Fort Washington ; Lieut. Col. Liv- 
ingston, at Fort Montgomery ; and Major Steward, at Staten Island, 



1 Guyasutha's Bottom. About five miles above Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on the north 
side of the Alleghany River. 
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lately made their escape from a gunship on which they had been but a 
few days confined. Col. Rollins who hath since been before Congress 
confirmed the account of the cruel treatment our officers and soldiers 
had there. . . . 

" I am just this moment informed that our Army will winter at Valley 
Forge, about twenty miles from Philadelphia near the Schuylkill." 

The Ducking-Stool. — " Whereas it has been frequently & often pre- 
sented by Several former Grand Jurys for this City, The Necessity of a 
Ducking Stool and house of Correction, for the just punishm' of scolding 
Drunken Women as well as Divers other profligate & unruly persons in 
this place, who are become a Public Nuisance & disturbance to this 
Town in Generall Therefore We the present Grand Jury, Do Earnestly 
again Present the same to this Court of Quarter Sessions for the City, 
desiring their immediate Care, that those publick conveniencys may not 
be any longer Delayed but with all possible speed provided, for the 
detection & Quieting such disorderly Persons. 

" W M Fishboukn, foreman. 

"1717" 

Sketches of Several Northampton County, Pennsylvania, 
Slaves. — Joseph, alias Boston, was born in Africa in 1715, and when 
about twelve years of age, was brought with a cargo of slaves to Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, where he was sold to an English sea captain. In 
1732 he was resold to a planter on the island of Montserrat. From 
thence he was brought by a new master to the Durham Furnace, in 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, where he worked for a number of years. 
In 1743 he was hired to Squire Nathaniel Irish, whose plantation lay 
along the Lehigh River and Saucon Creek, and was there married. On 
leaving the Irish plantation, his master hired him to the Union Iron 
Works, in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, and for two years in Mary- 
land. After returning again to the Union Works, he was, in 1760, pur- 
chased by Abraham Boemper, of Bethlehem, of Messrs. Allen and 
Turner, for £50, and two years later became the property of the Moravian 
Church, and was employed on their farms. He had been baptized by 
that Church in 1752, and given the name of Joseph. He died Septem- 
ber 29, 1781. Hannah, his wife, was born July 11, 1722, at Esopus, and 
in 1736, was sold by her master Anthony Slecht, of Kingston, to Isaac 
Ysslestein, of Marbletown, Ulster County, New York, for £45. In 1748, 
she was purchased by the Moravians of Bethlehem for £70, Penna. Cy. 
She died at Nazareth, Pennsylvania, November 24, 1815. 

" Whereas Christian Anton of Emaus in the County of Northampton, 
in the Province of Pensylvania Free Negro, with the Consent of Joseph, 
alias August Gottlieb Spangenberg of Bethlehem in the County of 
Northampton in the Province of Pensylvania, Clerk, and Peter Boehler 
of the same Place, Clerk, Exec tOTS of the late David Nitschman of Beth- 
lehem afores a , is going to be married with the said Joseph, alias August 
Gottlieb Spangenbergs & Peter Boehler's Mulatto Woman Ann Cherry 
whose Name before Baptism was Margaret, & who was bought by the 
late David Nitschman aforesaid of Sam 1 Green Millwright of Oxford 
Township in Sussex County & Province of West Jersey for the sum of 
fifty Pounds of lawfull Money of Pensilvania. 

" It is this Day agreed on between the two said Parties, that if the said 
Christian Anton pay unto Joseph alias August Gottlieb Spangenberg & 
Peter Boehler or their Executors Administrators or Assigns yearly the 
Interest of the said sum at the rate of six per cent, and as much of the 



" Joseph alias August 
Gott l Spangenberg. 
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said Capital of fifty Pounds, as he shall be able, untill the whole Capital 
& Interest be paid of, that then they the said Joseph, alias August 
Gottlieb Spangenberg & Peter Boehler or their Executors Administra- 
tors or Assigns, shall give up unto the said Christian Anton the Bill of 
Sale wherein the said Ann Cherry was bound to the said David Nitsch- 
man, and that both the said Ann Cherry & her Issue which shall then 
be born, be quit free. 

" But in Case the said Christian Anton should not pay of the said Capi- 
tal, that then the said Ann Cherry and her Issue remain bound unto the 
said Joseph alias August Gottlieb Spangenberg and Peter Boehler their 
Executors Administrators or Assigns as she now is. In Witness whereof 
both Parties have interchangeably set their Hands & Seals to these 
Presents, the eight Day of June in the year of our Lord One thousand 
seven hundred and sixty two. 

[seal] 

" Sealed & delivered 
in the Presence of us [seal] " Peter Boehler. 

Frederic Marshall 
Andreas Weber 
Friedrich Boeckel." 

Abstract of an Indenture of 1727. — " Indenture made September 
18, 1727, between Nicklas Depue of Kizerrick, Ulster Co. New York 
and Indian owners for tract of land lying in county of Bucks, Pensal- 
vena, joining to Dilaway Biver beginning by Peter Kettle on the south, 
by the north of a creek and there over and runs up S. W. 80 chains — 
N. W so far as the top of the high mountains ; all along said mountains 
as the Coast runs, so long till we come over against Peghgoquery ; thence 
S. E. line so as the river runs, including all the islands to the said tract 
of land belonging to the heirs of Sir William Pen, containing three 
thousand acres more or less. 

[Signed] 

" Waugoanlenneggea, 
" Pemnogque." 

Captain Newcastle, a Six Nation Indian, whose name frequently 
appears in Provincial affairs, on the opening of the Indian War of 1755, 
was called by his nation Gashio-waya or Kanuksusy. When a child he 
had been formally presented by his parents to William Penn, at New 
Castle. In August of 1755, Governor Morris publicly conferred on him 
the name of Newcastle, in remembrance of that event, addressing him, 
on that occasion, in these words : 

" In token of our affection for your parents and in expectation of your 
being a useful man in these perilous times, I do, in the most solemn 
manner, adopt you by the name of Newcastle, and order you hereafter 
to be called by that name." He confirmed his words with a belt of 
eight rows. 

J. P. B. 

Genealogical Notes extracted from the Church Eegister 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
Robert JSussey, b. 1713, in Wiltshire ; d. 1775. Md. Martha Wilkes. 
James Hall, b. 1724, in Yorkshire ; d. 1783. 
John Rodgers, b. 1704, in Portsmouth ; d. 1758. 
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Sector Gambold, b. 1719, in Wales; d. 1788. 

John Lewis, b. 1744, in Wales ; d. 1788. 

John Brownfield, b. 1714, in Greenwich ; d. 1752. Md. Catherine 
Kearney, of New Jersey. 

Edward Thorpe, b. 1721, at Bibley, Yorkshire. Md. 1763, Grace 
Brooke ; d. 1797. 

James Birhby, b. 1732, at Wyke, Yorkshire ; d. 1803. Md. Hannah 
Brook, d. 1799. 

Richard Lee, b. 1703, in London ; d. 1797. Md. Anna Cook. 

A Dkuggist's Bill of 1784. — 

" M r Eeuben Haines 

To Bob' Bass, D r 
1783 & 1784. To Sunday 
Dressings &° to Sore Leg 
& Thumb . . . £1.— 
Eec'd August y e 18 th 1785 
in full of all Demands. 

B. Bass. 

" N. B. this Cure was perform'd 
on Sam 1 Pemberton." 

Bobert Bass, druggist, was located on Market Street between Third and 
Fourth Streets. 



Beading out of Meeting. — (From the Pennsylvania Packet, March 
18,1780.) 

" From our Monthly Meeting held at Wrightstown, 7th of the 12th 
month, 1779. 

" Whereas Thomas Ross, Junior, having had his birth and education 
amongst Friends, but having so far disregarded the testimony of truth 
against wars and fighting as to pay a fine demanded of him for not asso- 
ciating to learn the art of war, and Friends having treated with him in 
order to bring him to a sense of his misconduct ; yet he continues to 
justify himself in so doing ; therefore we give forth this as a testimony 
against such practices, and can have no farther unity with him as a 
member of our Society until he comes to a sense of his error, and con- 
demns the same to the satisfaction of Friends, which he may do is our 
sincere desire for him. 

" Signed in and on behalf of the said Meeting by 

"J. Chapman, Clerk. 

" When the Clerk had finished reading the above testimony, Mr. Boss 
stood up and read the following declaration to the meeting: 

" Whereas, the Society of the people called Quakers, in North Amer- 
ica, in several important particulars, both in theory and practice have 
departed from their ancient creed, and inasmuch as in their ecclesiastical 
decisions and transactions, they are become extremely partial, incon- 
sistent and hypocritical, I do therefore give forth this my testimony 
against their present practice and innovations, and can have no farther 
unity with them as a member of their Society, until they shall add to a 
profession more consistent with Christianity, a practice more agreeable 
to their profession. Signed on behalf of himself, by 

"Thomas Boss, Junior" 
Vol. xxii. — 33 
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Parole of Captain Charles Biddle. — 

"I Charles Biddle, late Captain of the Brig Active from St. Thomas 
bound to Philadelphia, do hereby acknowledge myself a Prisoner of 
War to the King of Great Britain, and pledge myself my faith and 
most sacredly promise upon my parole of honour, that I will not do, 
say, write, or cause to be done, said or written, directly or indirectly, in 
any respect whatever, anything to the prejudice of His Majesties service 
before I am duly exchanged, and that I will confine myself to such 
limits as shall be prescribed by the Commissary General of Naval Pris- 
oners, or his Deputy, and that when required I will deliver myself up 
again. In Testimony whereof,I have hereunto set my hand and seal at 
New York this 11 day of Dec 1781 

" Present Cha s Biddle [seal] 

"Bob? Lenox. 

" This is to Certify that Charles Biddle has signed a Parole of which the 
above is a copy, and that he has obtained permission to go to Flatbush, 
on Long Island, and there within the limits alloted him, remain at his 
own expense, demeaning himself as Prisoners ought to do 'till further 
orders. 

" Given under my hand and seal of Office at New York, day and date 
above written. 

"David Sproat 
" Commissary General for Naval Prisoners." 

The following letter gives the account of the capture of the " Active." 

" Reading Feby 4. 1782. 

"Me. John Mitchell, 
"Dear Sir. 

" Eight days after leaving St. Johns I had the misfortune to fall in 
with the Chatham of fifty guns. I was then about twenty five leagues 
from our Capes. It was at the dawning of the day we first discovered 
her, at the distance of about four miles. It blew very hard at N. W. at 
this time ; there was not a man belonging to the vessel but the second 
mate and myself, but what had died or were sick with a fever that broke 
out at St. Johns. We got up our top gallant yards and with the assist- 
ance of the passengers made all the sail we could. At noon she fired a 
shot over us. I now hove my guns overboard ; we went at the rate of 
eleven knots an hour. At 3 p.m. being within pistol shot and no possi- 
bility of escaping I hove too. 

" A few days after my return home I was seized with the same fever 
that proved so fatal to my crew, and it brought me to the brink of the 
grave. Mr. John Shute with young Jack Shute and all the boats crew 
that came to St. Thomas for me are dead and I don't know that one man 
of the whole crew is living. 

" I believe the brig foundered in a gale of wind two days after we were 
captured, she had not since been heard of. I loosened her joints in 
carrying so much sail upon her the day of the chase. . . . 

"Chas Biddle." 

Genealogical Notes oe the Irish Family. — Nathanial Irish, 
whose plantation was located on Saucon Creek near its confluence with 
the Lehigh Biver, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, was born on the Island 
of Montserrat, West Indies, and died at Union Furnace, Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey, in the year 1748. He was commissioned a Justice 
of the Peace for Bucks County in 1741. His son Nathaniel, who during 
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the Revolution commanded a company in the Corps of Artillery Artifi- 
cers, commanded by Colonel Benjamin Flower, was born at Saucon 
(now in Northampton County), May 8, 1737 ; removed to Pittsburgh, 
where he was elected first Assistant Burgess, and died there September 
11, 1816, and is buried in the First Presbyterian church-yard. He 
married, in 1758, Elizabeth, daughter of John Thomas, who was born in 
1735, and died in August of 1790, near the mouth of Plum Creek, Pitt 
Township, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 

William Beckford Irish, son of Nathaniel and Elizabeth, was born in 
Philadelphia, August 23, 1773, and died in Lawrence County, Pennsyl- 
vania, March 25, 1850. He was United States Marshal during the 
administration of President James Monroe. His wife was Lydia, 
daughter of Septimus and Sarah Dallas Cadwallader, who was born 
June 1, 1799, at Bedstone (now Brownsville), Pennsylvania, and died 
March 15, 1870, in Philadelphia. 

Moeeis, Potts, Edwards, Webb, Baebee. — "Cadwallader Morris" 
and "Richard Potts" are witnesses to a deed poll signed by "Hugh 
Edwards," of Gwynedd, in the county of Philadelphia, yeoman, and 
" Christian Edwards," his wife, dated 16 March, 1713. The recital men- 
tions Elizabeth Webb, widow of John Barber, late of Shipley, in the 
county of Sussex, Great Britain, deceased. Barber purchased of William 
Penn in July of 1681 2500 acres. S. 

Fiest Celebration of Washington's Biethday by Ameeicans 
in Rome, Italy, 1830. — The first dinner held in Rome, Italy, to cele- 
brate Washington's birthday was in 1830, and took place in the palace 
where Alfieri formerly resided. Forty-nine American gentlemen and 
ladies and one Italian were present, and James Fenimore Cooper pre- 
sided. The following is a copy of the card of invitation : 

" The Committee of Arrangements request the pleas- 
ure of Mr. Richmond's company, at the birthday 
dinner on Monday next at N° 3 via Strozzi, 6 o'clock. 

' J. Fenimoee Cooper, 



'Rome, Feby. 20'"", 1830." 



'Peter Scheemeehoen, 
'James Dundas, 
'Joseph Grinnell, 
'Benj. A. Gould. 



3 



List of Grand and Petit Jurymen, Philadelphia, Octobee, 
1734. — Sessions Grand Jury, October 29, 1734. — Thomas Hatton, foreman ; 
William Atwood, Robert Ellis, John Bringhurst, Edward Bradley, 
Samuel Powel, Jr., John Dillon, William Rawle, Aaron Hassert, Wil- 
liam Plumsted, Thomas Glentworth, Joseph Shippen, Jr., Richard 
Nixon, George House, William Wallace, Thomas Sharp, Henry Combs, 
William Humphries, Hugh Roberts, William Clymer, Dennis Roach- 
ford, Benjamin Hoskins, Stephen Arinitt, John Howell. 

Sept. Robinson, Sheriff. 

Sessions Petit Jury, October 29, 1784. — William Clear, John Bayley, 
Samuel Emlen, Jacob Usher, Abraham Bickley, George Wilson, Francis 
Richardson, Thomas Stapleford, John Trapnall, Richard Crookshank, 
Benjamin Paschall, Thomas Say, Michael Poynts, Nathaniel Edgcomb, 



508 Notes and Queries. 

Daniel Bateman, Jacob Shoemaker, John Foredam, John Breintnall, 
Daniel Hood, John Williams, John Wastfield, Caleb Banstead, Charles 
Williams, Joseph Flower. 

Sept. Bobinson, Sheriff. 



Old Violins. — In the Archive Boom of the Moravian Church at 
Lititz, Lancaster County, Fennsylvania, is preserved a violin which bears 
the following inscription : " Johann Antes me fecit Bethlehem 1764." 
Other instruments by the same maker are known to be preserved. 



(fymvit$. 

Colonel Ninian Beall. — Among those who were transported to 
Maryland by the Farliamentary forces for political reasons was Colonel 
Ninian Beall. He was born in 1625 in Scotland, probably in Fifeshire. 
He served in the Scottish army at the battle of Dunbar in 1650, and was 
among the prisoners taken by Cromwell. The earliest notice I have 
found of him in the Maryland Land Office at Annapolis is of the year 
1658, but soon after the battle of Dunbar the Parliamentary govern- 
ment had him transported to Maryland. He served in the Provincial 
forces, finally rising to the rank of colonel. For his numerous and valu- 
able military services the Maryland Assembly passed in 1699 " An Act 
of Gratitude to Col. Ninian Beall." His name appears frequently in 
the land records. He died in 1717. His wife was probably a Miss 
Moore. There are on record at Marlboro, Prince George County, Mary- 
land, a number of deeds of gift from " Coll. Ninian Beall And Buth his 
Wife," dated March 10, 1706. These deeds mention their sons Charles, 
Ninian, Jr., Thomas, John, and George, and their daughters Hester, 
Mary, and Bachell. He and his family should not be confounded with 
the following six emigrants of a very similar name, who were all in the 
Province before 1680: John Beal, *1658; John Beale, 1658; Thomas 
Beale, 1666 ; Thomas Beale, of St. Mary's, 1672 ; William Beale, 1664 ; 
and William Beale, 1671. I shall be greatly obliged for any further 
particulars about Colonel Ninian Beall. 

Thomas Willing Balch. 



Jeanes— Brewer — Thomas. — William Jeanes died Fourth month 
10, 1747 ; his wife, Esther nee Brewer, died First month 22, 1737. Dates 
of births and marriage required, and also those of the parents of Esther 
Brewer. 

Esther, a daughter of Joseph Jeanes, born Tenth month 26, 1743, 
married Nathan Thomas, who died Fourth month 21, 1819, and was 
buried at Abington, Pennsylvania. Who were the parents of Nathan 
Thomas, what is the date of his birth and marriage, and likewise of his 
parents? A. J. T. Hicks. 

Piqua, Ohio. 

The Farmers' Society was established at Sandy Spring, in Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland. In 1800, the president was Thomas Davis, 
and the secretary Koger Brooke. Ed. Penna. Mag. 



